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For Immediate Release: September 17, 2013 

 

Police Investigate Officer-Involved Shooting  
  
Durham police are investigating a fatal officer-involved shooting that happened in downtown Durham 

Tuesday evening.  

 

Officers were dispatched at 4:19 p.m. to a call about an apparently distraught man with a gun near the 

large bull statue on Corcoran Street in downtown Durham.  

 

Officers had negotiated with the man for approximately an hour when he pointed the gun at officers, 

which prompted an officer to fire at the man.  

 

The man was taken to the hospital, where he was pronounced dead a short time later.  

 

The shooting is being investigated by the N.C. State Bureau of Investigation. The Durham Police 

Department’s Professional Standards Division and Criminal Investigations Division are also investigating 

the incident, which is standard procedure in any officer-involved shooting.  

 

The officer has been placed on administrative leave with pay, which is also standard procedure in an 

officer-involved shooting.  

 

Portions of several streets in downtown Durham will remain closed while the incident is investigated. The 

streets include Parrish Street, Corcoran Street, Market Street, Rigsbee Avenue and Foster Street.  

 

9/18 UPDATE - 9/18 UPDATE: The male who was shot was Derek Deandre Walker, 26, of Durham. 

 

The officer involved is Cpl. R.C. Swartz. Swartz joined the Durham Police Department in 2001 and is 

assigned to the Special Operations Division. He remains on administrative leave with pay, which is 

standard procedure. 
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